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The Athletic Section is affiliated to England Athletics. The purpose of this document is to set out the principles which will be applied when dealing with matters of membership and subscriptions.

· The Athletic Section has within its constitution a clear statement of equality. Membership of the Athletic Section will be administered in accordance with those principles of equality.

· The aims and objectives of the Athletic Section as set out in the constitution are:
· To offer coaching and competitive opportunities in a range of athletic activities.  
· To promote the Club within the local community. 
· To manage the Manor Abbey Stadium, to ensure it is safe and accessible for use by members and visitors.
· To ensure a duty of care to all members of the club, and visitors.
· To take reasonable steps to provide all its services in a way that is fair and accessible to all.  
· The membership year runs from 1st April to 31st March the following year.

· Subscriptions are paid on an annual basis. For membership applications from 1st April until 30th September, the full annual fee applies. For membership applications after 1st October, a reduction in the annual fee will be applied for the remainder of the membership year.



· Free membership is available for persons aged 65 and over, who have been members of the section for the five consecutive years immediately leading to that age

· The section has several membership categories. These will be reviewed from time to time and may be varied by the committee. The categories currently include the following: single person 21 and over, single person under 21, family membership for three persons, and membership for two persons. The categories may also include a social/associate membership, which will not include access to the training facilities.

· There is no provision for monthly subscriptions, but payment of the annual subscriptions may be made in instalments, if there is a case of financial hardship. An application to pay in instalments must be made to the chair or the membership secretary. Any such application will be treated sympathetically and in confidence on an individual basis.

· Any person or organisation wishing to use the track without paying membership will be required to book the track and pay the hourly rate for hire which applies.

· Any person who coaches athletes or leads a group as a lead coach on a regular basis (weekly) is eligible for free Club membership (EA registration fees still payable). This is conditional upon the person holding a current coaching qualification relevant to the coaching, which is delivered, and renewal of this as appropriate. Regular coaching during one membership year will qualify for free membership for the following year.

· The committee acknowledges the significant amount of voluntary work done by members which ensures the smooth running of the Athletic Section. This policy provides a mechanism by which some level of financial recompense can be provided, for any member who provides administrative, assistant coaching, leadership or activity-based support for the activities of the Athletic Section.

· Many volunteers will offer their time and skills to the section without any expectation of recompense. It is acknowledged that recognition for the time devoted to Athletic Section activities can be provided in various ways, in addition to financial recompense. However, 



the committee believes that the range of volunteer activities currently undertaken is so wide, that an additional mechanism of reward is required. 

· The current range of volunteer work undertaken within the Athletic Section currently includes the following: coaches, and assistant coaches; officials; run leaders: team captains; Saturday Club management: section Chair: committee secretary: treasurer: membership secretary and managing membership and subscriptions; monitoring equipment and track bookings; managing kit: managing social media output; preparing monthly club newsletters: leading the monthly team meetings: attending monthly committee meetings: welfare officers: staffing the coffee shop: organising additional social events. This list is not exhaustive, but it intended to demonstrate the extent of the voluntary work undertaken required for an athletic club of this size.

· For members who give a significant amount of time to the Athletic Section on a voluntary basis, a reduction in the annual membership fee may be requested. At this stage, the proposed reduction is £50, if sought. The time commitment to be demonstrated should be in the region of at least 2 hours each week, consistently throughout the year. This is for guidance only, and any request for reduced membership will be considered on its merits.

· The amount of the reduction will be determined on an annual basis by the committee.

· Any person seeking a reduction must make a written application to the membership secretary, and a decision will be taken in consultation with the Chair of the Athletic Section. A reduction code can then be applied to the membership application at the point of payment.

· The amount of the reduction will be reviewed annually.

· Free or reduced membership does not include the annual individual affiliation fee payable to England Athletics by an individual who wishes to be affiliated for the purposes of competing. 

We are committed to reviewing our policy and good practice annually.

Signed: KWilliets
Chair HA&CC Athletic Section               
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