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A  shorter  than  normal  newsletter  this  month,  somewhat  like  the  Great
Birmingham Run half marathon! 

There’s news of junior success on the cross country, a fine showing from our
race walkers plus details of how our athletes got on in other full-distance half
marathon and marathon races.

ON TOP AT ALDERSLEY!

The first race of the cross country season saw our Under 15 Girls triumph in 
the Midland Cross Country relays at Aldersley Sports Village in 
Wolverhampton.

Our team led from start to 
finish, with Amelia Hartshorn 
opening up with the joint 
fastest leg of the race.

Emily Amos increased the 
narrow one-second lead before 
Ryley Malone-Priest put further 
distance ahead of her nearest 
rivals and crossed the line a 
whole minute ahead of Telford 
AC, who were a distant second.

Under 15 Midland XC Champions Ryley Malone-Priest, 
Amelia Hartshorn and Emily Amos (with Bill Nock).
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Our men’s masters team just missed out on the podium finishing in fourth 
place.

The senior women were eighth, our Under 13 Girls ninth, the men’s A team 
were 19th and the men’s B team 43rd.

The Midland Relays was the only cross country action of the month with heavy 
rain forcing the cancellation of the WMYACCL meeting at Hatton Park Country 
World due to the venue being waterlogged.

NATIONAL ROAD RELAYS

Two junior women teams competed in the English National Road Relays at 
Sutton Park.

The Under 13 Girls were 37th out of 48 teams in 51:58 with Cerys Brook running
the fastest leg in 16:27.

And the Under 15 Girls finished 32nd out of 54 teams in 48:48. Amelia 
Hartshorn was quickest in 15:20.

GREAT BIRMINGHAM RUN

The annual half marathon around the streets of Birmingham was this year 
shortened to 11.07 miles due to a police incident near to Cannon Hill Park.

First back for the club was James Parker who was 295th in 1:14:37 and he was 
followed by Joshua Starkie, who in his (nearly!) half marathon debut was 551st 
in 1:18:35.

Jamie Sircom was next in 879th in 1:22:26, John Bannister was 5,200th in 1:51:10 
and Judy Foster was 5,446th in 1:53:09.



    Jamie Sircom’s 

WALK REPORT

For the first time in many years, four Halesowen athletes took part in a race 
walk event at the Midland opening Winter League meeting at Stourport.

In the 5k event, Julie Bellfield went sub-30 to finish third overall in 29:44. The 
10k race saw new member Grazina Narviliene claim third lady in 62:39 ahead 
of Lynn Bellfield in fourth in 63:21 and Lynn Bellfield seventh in 66.51.

And Isabel Knowles made her competitive debut in the Under 15 3k. Isabel 
ended up with the performance of the day, finishing second in 21:53.

Two weeks later in the second meeting of the season at Warwick University, 
Julie Bellfield was second lady in the 5k in 29.48. 

Grazina Narviliene finished second lady in the 10k in 60:16 and she was 
followed by Julie Bellfield in 62:08 and Lynn Bellfield, who was fifth female in 
66:43.

And Charlie Ann-Baird, on her race walking debut, was second in the Under 15 
3k in 19:56. Isabel Knowles finished in 22:11.

PARKRUN

Jonathan Lewis bagged a couple of first finisher spots this month at Wyre 
Forest parkrun #212 and Clitheroe Castle parkrun #75.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

James Hoult made an impressive half marathon debut at the Bournemouth 
Half Marathon. 

In between rehearsals for his forthcoming 
entertainment extravaganza at Ty Careg, 
James ran 1:31:55 to finish in 174th place 
and raised over £200 for Crohns and Colitis 
UK.

In the Chester Marathon, Simon Duck 
finished 486th in 3:25:33 and Jackie 
Bradshaw was 555th in 3:28:48.

James Parker and Tom Knowles both took 
part in the Great South Run, with James 
finishing 375th in 1:06:29 and Tom 988th in 
1:12:51.

James Parker was eighth in the Sheepwalkers Shocker 10k multi-terrain race in 
45:27.

And in the West Midlands County Cross Country trials races at Sutton Park, 
Cerys Brook finished fifth and Sam Mannings ninth in their respective races.

Both will go on to represent the West Midlands Schools team in the Dave 
Sunderland Inter-County races in Bridgnorth on November 16th.

James Hoult at the Bournemouth Half 
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NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

November sees the club stage the Midland 5 and 7 mile cross country race, the
Birmingham Sportshall and various cross country leagues begin and following 
months of furious WhatsApp activity, the winter training weekend is back at Ty 
Careg.

There’s also the athletics section AGM which will take place in the clubhouse on
Wednesday 13th November at 8.45 pm.

Don’t forget to keep up to date with the latest news on the website, the 
Halesowen Athletics Club Facebook group and @HACCAthletics on Twitter.

Up Owen!
JAMIE SIRCOM
jsircom@hotmail.com
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